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ELGIN — “He’s totally awesome,”
said 19-year-old Elgin Community Col-
lege sophomore Chrissy Cestone of
nationally known mind reader Steve
Banachek, who time and again seemed
to perform the impossible during his
lunch-hour appearance in the school's
Student Resource Center on Wednes-
day.

With eyes buried deep under black
duct tape and a blindfold, Banachek, for
example, was able to correctly identify
unusual pocket objects that Cestone
had collected quietly from several in
the crowd of nearly 200.

“A plastic bottle of eye drops,” he
said of an early item — each one of
which Cestone held 3-inches or so
above the back of his head during her
10-minute stint as assistant.

Astonishing the audience with every
response, Banachek never missed.

“] was real skeptical at first, but he
definitely won me over,” said an enthu-
siastic Kurt Biallas. Banachek earlier
‘had given Biallas a copy of the local Yel
low Pages and asked him to randomly
place his index finger on a telephone
number.

His right-on-the-button answer came
quicker than a reply from 411.

Banachek, a resident of Houston,
continued with additional telepathic
treasures, all the while disavowing any
sort of psychic power.

“There’s nothing supernatural or
spiritual about what I do,” he told the
ECC undergraduates — most of whom
were as excited as horse players watch-
ing the ninth race.

“T've made it a practice to study peo-
ple and the way they react,” Banachek
added:

“Body language and voice inflection
are among many reliable indicators of
what’s going on in a person’s mind.”

And Banachek repeatedly appeared
to prove his point.

“That dude’s got some definite
insight,” said one passer-by while hur-
rying through a hallway on his way to
class.

A closer appreciation of Banachek’s
talentwas had by Tony Margiotta, 19.

“] was standing right next to him,
and I'm still kind of in shock,” he said of
Banachek’s ability to recite the serial
number on a $5 bill that Margiotta
pulled from his own wallet.

Banachek made clear that he spoke
to none of the participants in advance.

“Have we ever met before or had a
conversation of any kind?” he asked
over and over again.

His popularity, elevated by guest

SRR Above, Elgin Community College student
Chrissy Cestone (left) of St. Charles holds up
small cards that thought reader Steve Ba-
nachek (center) has identified correctly as
student Tony Margiotta of Streamwood looks
on Wednesday during Banachek’s program,
“Sleight of Mind,” at ECC.

Ml At left, Elgin Community College students
Tiffany Roos (left) of West Dundee and Selena
Miceli of Bartlett express dishelief after
“thought reader” Banachek of Houston cor-
rectly guessed the rather bawdy message
Miceli had written on a piece of paper.

PHOTOS BY MARCIA RULES /
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

spots on TV, has made Banachek a
sought after performer on college cam-
puses from coast-to-coast.

He has a showman’s natural confi-
dence and cleverness, along with an
ancillary stage presence that in itself is
worthy of applause. That sound rolled

through ECC at the conclusion of
Banachek’s show.

Words of endorsement reverberated,
as well.

“Alot of fun, said Kristen Johnson.

“Quite amazing,” added Mike Wick-
ham.

“Cool,” said Jamie Mantick, who ear-
Tier had said that her desire is to one
day be a psychic — a secret Banachek
uncovered during his act.

‘Who knows? She, too, may one day
be able to read thoughts as if they were
floating in a clear stream.




